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      My name is Geoff, and I’m the director and producer of Zac’s documentary.

      When I first met Zac’s dad, Kev Young, he told me about his son Zac in the last year of his life. At the time, I found it hard to believe. He spoke of the young man in such glowing terms – I wondered if anybody really was that good. But Kev politely persisted, asking me to consider a documentary – something he felt was a God imperative. The long and the short of it is this – I did take the job. But only after speaking with those in the community who had grown up with him, seen his transformation, walked with him up until the end. I became a believer. Not a believer in Jesus Christ – I already was a disciple of His, I came to believe that God really had been right in the middle of this young man’s life, and in the lives of those around him, weaving together something entirely new. And that leads us to this book.

      To understand Zac, and to understand why there is such interest in his story after he died, you have to understand what changed his life. You have to understand what he believed. And you have to understand why he would pray this prayer, three months before the shark attack:

      Father, I give you my life, and I give you my death. Whatever would honour you more, I put my life in your hands.

      This then, what Zac believed, is the subject of this book.
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            FOREWORD

          

          BY KEVIN YOUNG

        

      

    

    
       

      Right up front, before you read any further, know that the details I’m about to share, what happened to Zac, could well be a trigger for trauma. For those of you reading who have been through traumatic situations, for young men like Kurt, Shayden and Lindsy, who were in the water with Zac, if you're going to continue to read on, please do with caution. The details are not pretty. 

       

      But I feel his story has to be told, including the details of his last moments, for one simple reason. 

       

      Love. 

       

      The simple truth is this. My son's love for his friends, at the moment of his most desperate need, is his legacy.  

       

      And not just that, but within the same story is Kurt, Shayden and Lindsy’s courage, swimming in water stained red with my son's blood, dragging Zac to shore, with a killer tiger shark almost certainly still just metres beneath them. Like the ANZACs, theirs is a courage worthy of remembrance for all ages.

       

      For the sake of the love and courage shown in these horrific moments, I will tell their story until my last breath. 

       

      Zac, my youngest son, was funny, light-hearted, soft and deep. He was just a beautiful soul. Don’t get me wrong, he loved being cool, and he had to learn humility, but as he came out of his shy younger years he just flowed into life. He loved to rap and dance, he loved to skate, to surf, he was just alive, and loved every minute of life.

       

      I didn’t see him at his worst, chapters of his life he only shared towards the end, when he was living with me in his final year of school. What I saw, and what I remember vividly, is what God transformed him into: a young man who saw people. He became, increasingly, a young man marked by his love for others, often those in deep pain, homeless, spaced out on drugs, hopeless and damaged. Their reality didn’t lead him to judge like we would, but rather he would spend time, ask questions, learn where they had come from, and do anything to make sure they felt loved. Quite often that meant bringing them home! 

       

      What God did through him in my town of Port Macquarie was remarkable. And nobody on earth could have imagined his time with us was going to be so short. 

       

      Since the attack, the story of what happened has been told and retold. Seeming endless interviews, phone calls and tv cameras. The media frenzy went on for months and months, it seemed everyone in the world wanted to hear the story. So in preparing for this book I called Lindsy, one of the boys in the water with Zac, to make sure I got the story straight. 

       

      It was just after 1pm. The sky was blue, the ocean glassy. The water there, just south of Coffs Harbour on Australia’s East Coast, was crystal clear. You could see the rocks at the bottom at 15 metres.

       

      With the tide at dead low, the boys had paddled out to a reef break some 400 metres out from the beach. The waves weren’t anything special, but Zac had insisted, and so there they were, the four of them on bodyboards seeing what they could make of the barrels as they pushed up over the reef. Zac was out the back, waiting to take off on the next wave through. When suddenly he disappeared. 

       

      It happened so suddenly, like something massive had grabbed him by the leg and ripped him from his board down into the water. But as suddenly as he’d gone he suddenly reappeared with a shout, a scream, and he was thrown sideways.

       

      Zac threw a haymaker and made it count. Punching it as it mauled him, he smashed his fist into its nose. It worked. Opening its jaws, Zac was free. Later the boys would find out that Zac's attacker was a 12-foot tiger shark.

       

      Lindsy, watching all this in horror, now sees Zac coming towards him. Whatever had him from beneath has let go, and Zac, having caught a wave, is surfing towards him. But the white foam is blood red. Zac is riding a wave red with his own blood. 

       

      If time stood still in that moment, now it begins to move at hyper speed.

       

      Zac arrives at Lindsy and is having trouble paddling.  He can’t get his balance on his board. Looking down, his leg is torn to shreds. That's not good. Kurt and Shayden arrive having caught the next wave, and as the reality dawns on them their colour drains. Eyes wide, faces ash white. The fear in the air is thick, surely any second there will be another attack from below. But it’s here, now, that Zac grabs them pulling them together and looks into their eyes, clear and calm. 

       

      I love you guys.

      I. Love. You. Guys. 

      These words are immortal. They will echo in my memory forever. 

       

      And then he prays. 

      Father. I pray for my friends. Keep them safe. Please, keep them safe! 

       

      At this, the boys then swing into action. Taking turns they paddle, half-pulling, half-swimming, dragging Zac towards shore. There’s 400 metres of dead water to cover, deep and with no waves to help. Zac is praying, but bit by bit his prayers become nonsensical. He is foaming at the mouth, and twice he slips off his board, unable to swim, and sinks to the rocky bottom. Shayden first, and then Kurt, dive down, pulling Zac back up to the surface. Heaving him up onto his board on his back, they now tow him swimming to keep his head above the water. 

       

      Somewhere here, perhaps 30 or 40 metres before the shore, Zac’s eyes roll back, and perhaps at this point his heart is failing. Perhaps now, simply from lack of blood, my son is at his end. He's still breathing, but his words, now completely incoherent, have stopped.  

       

      Somewhere here, in the shallows, or perhaps on the sand, Zac finds his end. Even as the boys frantically try to get an ambulance, and as a man on his holidays, Daniel Cousins, gives Zac mouth-to-mouth, even in the midst of all this Zac was leaving. All the bustle fades into silence, and Zac walks, for the first time, into the Kingdom we can't see. 

       

      See, Zac's story doesn't finish there on the beach. And neither does the story of Kurt, Shayden and Lindsy. For them, Zac's friends, his family, myself, and all those who now were about to hear the news, the story was only just beginning. 

       

      A million questions. Deep piercing doubt. Pain like our heart has been ripped from our chest. Grief so thick we can hardly breathe. And amidst all this, like a small beautiful flower surrounded by ashes and ruin, sits the question Zac left us with. 

       

      What does Love really mean? 

       

      Answering that question, for myself and for anybody I meet, has become the mission of my life. 

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DISCOVERY

          

        

      

    

    
      In the last 12 months of his life, Zac proclaimed the Gospel and Jesus Christ his Saviour. Normally, if somebody did this, in their wake you’d expect a trail of annoyed and offended people. So it’s an enigma that this wasn’t the case for Zac. His funeral in 2013, the largest in Port Macquarie’s history, was a testimony to the respect and love people had for him, believers and non-believers alike. I’ve not found a single person with something bad to say about him, and yet, Zac continually talked about knowing Jesus Christ. His favourite topic, for his last year at least, was the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the thing he claimed had transformed his life. It was his hand-on-heart testimony, that Jesus Christ changed the very essence of who he was.

      Perhaps this is hard to believe. Fair enough.

      Perhaps for you the Gospel, the message about Jesus Christ, is nothing but a faded religious cliché in this day and age. Perhaps you see through the facade of those who profess a faith, and perhaps you can see where the so-called Gospel of Love has peeled away from their day-to-day life to become nothing but a mantra for Sundays.

      Even though its precepts are the foundation upon which the civilisation of the global west is built, the Gospel message itself has become a mystery. Its influence has become myth and its details vague.

      None of this, however, diminishes its intrinsic power. Now more than ever, amidst an ocean of confusion, disillusionment and depression, Zac found something real. I believe, without a shadow of a doubt, that Zac found a way to not only know God, but found a way to know what He wants, and to live in the supernatural possibilities that follow.

      It is a curious thing, that the Gospel begins and ends with what God wants.

      If you think about it, 'what somebody wants' is very illuminating. You don't really know somebody until you know what they really want. To share with somebody what you desire in the depths of your heart takes genuine vulnerability. So to know God, to genuinely understand Him, we need to know what He wants at His core. It's worth thinking through the implications of this. If you don't understand, I mean really know what God wants, then perhaps you don't have the relationship with Him you think you do.

      What God wants is not on every page in the bible. It's possible to read it for years and not really clearly understand His desires. We know He wants justice, we know He wants us to love each other, but these 'wants' are akin to that of a parent with their kids. It's not really showing us what's hidden deep in His heart.

      The truth is, when the penny drops and you suddenly catch a glimpse into His heart of hearts, the pure extraordinary nature of His heart’s desire is so dazzling, from that point you can't help but see it everywhere. All through the pages of scripture, in every moment, every song, every verse. And more than that, suddenly the fields, the trees, all creation declares His desire. It’s written in the sky above and in the earth below. Everything from that point makes sense.

      In following Zac’s story, in speaking to his friends, watching interviews he gave and messages he preached, I know without a doubt that Zac found the truth hidden in God’s heart. Not just found it, he lived in it, and he lived to help his friends find themselves in that amazing place.
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            FORGING PURITY WITHIN FREEWILL

          

        

      

    

    
      The Gospel: an impossible combination made possible.

      I'm going to jump straight into it and tell it to you straight and short. The Gospel starts and finishes with something unexpected: what God wants.  

      
        
        15 ... what was the one God seeking?

      
        Godly offspring.

        MALACHI 2

      

      

      

      The point of everything, all of history, all of creation, the entirety of it all, is simply this: God wants Godly Offspring.

      God wants family.

      It is what he desires, more than anything. Beautiful, pure, divine. A family overflowing with unfailing love, as He Himself is. God desires to intimately know us, and to be intimately known by us.

      
        
        
        6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

        HOSEA 6

      

      

      

      We see the summit of this desire in Revelation, and we hear the heartbeat of His longing in Song of Songs.

      
        
        
        2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.

        REVELATION 21

      

        15 How beautiful you are, my darling!

      
            Oh, how beautiful!

        SONG OF SOLOMON 1

      

        9 You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride;

      
            you have stolen my heart

        SONG OF SOLOMON 4

      

      

      

      The problem was, however, it could never be.

      As history unfolded, as we travel through the pages of the Old Testament, the story that emerges is a tragedy. We were not just unworthy but unwilling to participate in God making us worthy. God's one desire, us, was heartbreakingly impossible.

      Why? 

      Freewill and purity could not co-exist within the human race as we know it. Like combining fire and ice - an impossibility.

      The combination of absolute purity and absolute freewill, outside of God Himself, is impossible. Not just impossible on earth, but impossible in heaven. It is and has been, for all ages past and present, for all things created, simply not able to be done. 

      And that is why Jesus Christ is such a big deal. 

      Jesus Christ in us makes this impossibility possible. 

      In Christ, God combined absolute purity with absolute freedom. He did what for us was unattainable. And now through Christ, He is looking to perform this remarkable fusion inside you and me.

      With Jesus within us, we become the most extraordinary thing, something so remarkable that even angels marvel. Bit by bit we take on the radiant likeness of God, a child in His image, retaining complete freewill, and being entirely pure. 

      We become children in His extraordinary likeness. Completely free and completely pure.

      And that is what this, all of creation, all of history, has been all about since the very beginning. 

      And that's why it is called the Gospel. The good news. 

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      Why tell the story like this?

      This isn’t how the Gospel of Jesus Christ is presented. This is a very unusual, perhaps even obscure, approach to the age-old story. And perhaps, if you’re a Christian, I’ve caught you off guard. But don’t worry, when you get to the end of this study guide you’ll see there is no difference, what I’m sharing with you is the same eternal Gospel that has been presented from the very beginning. But to start in this way, for this generation, makes all the difference.

      The Gospel has always been presented in terms of  'salvation.' Being 'saved.' But to a generation that has no fear of God, no fear of the divine, no fear of the coming hellfire, the Gospel presented in this way has no potency.  

      Being saved from something you don’t believe in … doesn’t really have much of a ring.

      Zac shared the Gospel with friends who knew they were not pure. This generation identifies as dysfunctional, they relish in this identity. But deep down inside they long for their broken hearts to be fixed. The Gospel message Zac presented focused on inner transformation. It focused on the setting right of that which is corrupted and broken. To people today, it is a message that resonates.

      

      It is indeed good news.
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        * * *

      

      The Scriptures.

      Let's go back through that story, step by step, but let the bible do the talking. I'm going to take you through what I just shared again, but this time with scripture. 

      As I established at the start, you and I are the goal. What He wants to create in you, is what He has in Himself: a paradox and impossibility. Perfect freewill and perfect purity. 

      
        
        
        48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

        MATTHEW 5

      

      

      

      For us to look like Him was always in God's heart. 

      
        
        
        15 "... what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring."

        MALACHI 2

      

      

      

      This ‘Godly’ image, this essence of God in mankind, was what Jesus brought to completion. Jesus then, made us like Himself.

      
        
        
        11 "... he [Jesus Christ] is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.””

        HEBREWS 2

      

      

      

      Now let’s turn our attention to freedom and purity.

      Where did our freewill come from? 

      Freewill came at the very beginning. It is a fundamental part of being created in God's image. We have freewill because God has freewill. Irrevocably given, it was an extraordinary and dangerous gift. 

      
        
        
        26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

        GENESIS 1

      

        

      
        29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

        ROMANS 11

      

      

      

      For our freewill to have full expression, we were given dominion and authority and a world of consequence. Woven into the fabric of creation is cause and effect, consequences that give our freewill meaning. If life and death were not possible consequences of our decisions, then our freewill would be counterfeit. Without consequence our world would be a padded cell, and our freedom would be fake. It would be worthless. God gave us freewill as He has Himself, the full measure of freedom and a full measure of consequence.  

      
        
        
        16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

        GENESIS 2 NIV

      

      

      

      The problem was, and still is, that we use our freewill to seek things that cause death. In doing so we stain the perfection we had at the beginning. We throw away our likeness with God for selfish ends. And by this we corrupt not just ourselves, but our brothers and sisters with us. 

      
        
        
        19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.

        ROMANS 7

      

        2 God looks down from heaven

         on the children of man

        to see if there are any who understand,

         who seek after God.

        3 They have all fallen away;

         together they have become corrupt;

        there is none who does good,

      
         not even one.

        PSALM 53

      

      

      

      Combining fire and ice is no small achievement. It's the reason Jesus Christ is the fulcrum upon which the history of humanity pivots. He did what nobody, nobody in heaven or on earth, could do. 

      
        
        1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”

      
        3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”

        REVELATION 5

      

      

      

      The scroll is the plan. The will of God. The scroll is God’s plan for the destruction of all evil, and the perfection of His children. In fact, the perfection of His children is the zenith of God’s plan, and within them the reconciliation of freewill and purity in perfection.

      
        
        7 “… when Christ came into the world, he said, ... ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

        ...

      
        10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

        HEBREWS 10

      

      

      

      In all of heaven and earth, the promised Messiah Jesus Christ, the Root of David, the Lion of Judah, is the only one through whom God's plan can be put into effect. 

      By Jesus Christ we can become perfect in purity, putting to death corruption within us. By him we can be made pure and free at the same time. By Him we can become unique and genuine Children of God. 

      How is this?

      Freewill within Jesus’ own flesh was put to the fire in both temptation and suffering, to the point of tasting death itself. And in these flames, He forged the impossible within His mortal body.   

      
        
        
        8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him

        HEBREWS 5

      

        

      
        14 “For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

        HEBREWS 10

      

      

      

      We obtain the gift of this purity then, through obediently believing, confessing, and receiving His Spirit in us.

      
        
        
        22 he [Jesus] breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

        JOHN 20

      

        

      
        12 … to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God

        JOHN 1

      

      

      

      This then begins the journey. The journey whereby God perfects within us what He is: free and pure. Radiant purity and complete freedom, fully like Him in every way. In Jesus Christ, that is who you are able to become.  

      
        
        
        17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

        2 CORINTHIANS 3

      

      
        14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

        ROMANS 8
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        * * *

      

      JOLT Q&A.

      One of Zac’s lasting legacies was to start bible studies in schools. First his own, and famously he lost two-thirds of his friends doing so, and then several others in the Port Macquarie area. These were unstructured, simply with all those who came sitting in a circle, sharing their understanding of God, troubles, challenges and victories. Discussing questions and letting people share was what it was all about.

      So, tipping the hat to ‘Jolt,’ the nickname for these studies, Jesus Over Lunch Time, I’ve included Q&A at the end of each chapter, each with an encouraging answer, perhaps somewhat like what Zac might have said.

      

      Q. What does God want? What does he desire?

      A. He desires family. He desires us to be as He is, free and pure. He made you and me to have a place in His household, and this purpose flows through you, His very life within your body, enabling you to step into this calling should you be brave enough to accept it!

      

      Q. What does it mean to be A member of God’s family?

      A. Children of God are led by His Spirit, and as we follow Him we begin to look like Him. Members of God’s family increasingly bare His resemblance.

      
        
        
        14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”

        ROMANS 8

      

      

      

      Q. In what ways are we supposed to resemble God?

      A. Spiritually alive, perfectly free and perfectly pure. As we were originally created is how we are supposed to resemble God.

      

      Q. How is it that we can be made to resemble God?

      A. We participate in our transformation by following the Spirit.

      

      Q. Why can’t I just be free and pure by my own effort?

      A. Our desires always weaponise our freewill against us. Without the help of the Spirit our flesh, our wants, always corrupt our efforts to be pure.

      

      Q. How then does the Spirit make me free and pure?

      A. Jesus Christ has forged purity and freewill within mortal mankind. Now He, one with the Spirit, lives within us.

      
        
        
        27 Christ in you, the hope of glory.

        COLOSSIANS 1

      

      
        17 Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him.

        EPHESIANS 3 NLT

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            2

          

          
            AN IMPERISHABLE SEED

          

        

      

    

    
      Believe.

      You may have noticed that Christians are very preoccupied with what people 'believe.' They can be very dogmatic, perhaps even militant, when it comes to ‘beliefs.' Why? 

      The answer is found in a story. A short parable that Jesus told the crowds during His time on earth.

      
        
        
        3 “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”

        MATTHEW 13

      

      

      

      To the crowds, I’m sure this made perfect sense, and no sense. They already knew all of this - why would Jesus take the trouble to tell them such a simple story? Privately, to His disciples, Jesus explained how it applies.

      
        
        
        18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

        MATTHEW 13
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        * * *

      

      The Mechanics of 'Belief.'

      Jesus, in this parable, describes the reception of a specific message in four different types of people. But it is so much more than that. The dynamic He unveils is the principle dynamic within all of us.

      Jesus is describing the inner workings of Mankind - the mechanics he outlines are in operation in every single person, at all times, for seeds both good and evil. 

      To believe a message is to plant the seed, and by this human beings determine which seeds will take root in their hearts. To believe a good message is to plant a good seed, which can then lead to good. To believe a bad message is to plant a bad seed, which can then lead to bad. 

      If the person doesn't believe the message, the seed will not find a lodging and will not germinate. Irrespective of whether the seed is good or bad, if the human doesn't believe, then it will not take hold and grow.

      And what do seeds grow into? When planted they grow into thoughts. And these thoughts, in time, bring into existence fruit - actions and words.

      Put simply, the mechanics of what unfolds within us in the supernatural sphere follows the same laws that can be observed in the natural world around us. 

      Our hearts and minds operate on the same principles as that of the ecosystem in a forest or field.

      This is going to be an eye opener for some of you, so I’m going to go back to the top and take it real slow. I’ll break it down, piece by piece. 

      We exist in both the natural sphere, which we will call the NAPOX for short, and in the supernatural sphere, which we will call the SUPOX for short. This terminology is explored more fully in the book The Guardian Universe. The primary thing to understand, irrespective of terminology, is that we exist and have our being in both hemispheres. Even though we only see what’s in the NAPOX, we exist and live in both the NAPOX and the SUPOX at the same time. Understanding what is happening in the SUPOX is critical to making sense of what we see unfold in the NAPOX. And this is what Jesus is explaining in this parable.

      Messages, either spoken or written words in the NAPOX (natural sphere), are seeds in the SUPOX (supernatural sphere).

      Invisible to the eye in the NAPOX, in the SUPOX they travel from the heart and mind of the speaker to the heart and mind of the receiver. 

      Thoughts, in a similar way, though invisible in the NAPOX are visible in the SUPOX, a plant-like growth stemming from the seed. They form a part of who you are in the SUPOX, they grow from your heart into your mind, or vice versa, the exact manifestation of an idea as it grows and develops into decisions and actions.

      Thought plants as we will call them, grow in an almost infinite variety, taking form in keeping with the type of seed from which they sprouted. 

      And this is the essence of the parable in Matthew 13. Jesus is telling us exactly how we work in the SUPOX, in the aspect of reality we can’t see.

      From a good message seed sprouts a thought plant that is full of health for your body, heart and soul. Over time, it brings with it various forms of nourishment, healing, and sustenance. Seeds based on the words of God go on to produce plants fundamental to the development of your spiritual being. They provide the organic fabric, the living fibre for your ever-growing new creation.

      A bad seed is the opposite, bringing all forms of harm. Some grow up like a thicket obstructing vision; others are poisonous, abrasive, or thorny. Others entangle your heart and soul in a stranglehold.

      In Matthew 13, Jesus’ description of the ecosystem in our hearts and minds, be it literal or metaphorical, is a perfect picture and accurate in terms of function and effect. 

      When Sally Met Harry.

      Here is a hypothetical. I want you to see the concept of message seeds and thought plants as it operates in and around us every day, and the easiest way is to follow the life cycle of a bad seed. The seed of a lie. The seed, if you will, of a thought plant weed. 

      Imagine a young girl, let’s call her Sally.

      Sally has a boyfriend, Harry.

      Harry is a handsome lad. Handsome enough to make one or two of Sally’s friends envious. And one day, one of Sally's friends spreads the story that Harry has been paying attention to another girl behind Sally's back. 

      
        
          
            
              
        Harry's a player. He doesn’t think you’re good enough for him. He’s using you.

      

      

      

      

      

      These stories, these messages, are seeds. 

      For our discussion it doesn't matter if they’re true. It doesn't matter if they’re delivered as a scrawled note on a piece of paper, written on a toilet door, or whispered into her ear at lunch. What matters, for the purpose of our discussion, is if Sally believes. 

      Does Sally plant the seeds?  

      If, when she hears these stories she doesn't believe them, they will have no effect on her. It's like the seeds land on the hard ground. They’re unable to take root. 

      In this scenario, when she sees Harry next she may feel a little awkward at first, but the essence of who she is and her relationship with Harry hasn’t changed, and they’ll have a lovely time together.

      But if she believes even just one, she will have given the seed soil in which to grow. And grow it does! Quickly it will snake its way downwards into her heart, and up from it will shoot a nasty weed-like plant. It is a nasty line of thinking, and the more she feeds it the more it will sink its roots and shoot out bramble-like stems. The seed has germinated.

      Now Sally has to deal with a flourishing thought-plant.

      Thought-plants bear fruit, and in the NAPOX, fruit is the actions that result from the thought-plant’s line of thinking. 

      The new plant within Sally is a potent and vigorous weed. Growing as fast as fire, it snakes its way into her demeanour, her mood, she will feel like it’s wrapped its roots around her heart. It is going to change how she responds to those around her, it wants to change who she is. In keeping with the nature of the original seed, this plant has now germinated and is aggressively alive.

      When Sally, hot flush red and with hands trembling, confronts Harry in the playground and slaps him sharply across the face, it’s no surprise. You and I could have guessed this outcome. The plant, now mature, has poisonous fruit, fruit that you and I know as hatred, self-loathing and harm. It has produced a bountiful harvest. It has produced fruit in keeping with its kind. Thanks to Jesus, now we know how it works.

      In Matthew 13, however, Jesus was telling us about a very specific type of seed. The Imperishable Seed.

      The Gospel, the message about Jesus Christ, stands on its own in the ecosystem of our hearts and minds. It is the complete opposite of that discussed within Sally. It is, as termed by the Apostle Peter, imperishable, and from its root we draw into us the very life of God. From the imperishable seed of the Gospel grows a sapling, a plant that stands alone in the garden of the human heart. It is nothing other than the tree of life.

      
        
        
        23 ... you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God ...

        1 PETER 1

      

        

        23 Keep your heart with all vigilance,

      
            for from it flow the springs of life.

        PROVERBS 4 

      

        

      
        16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit.

        MATTHEW 7

      

        

      
        15 …desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

        JAMES 1

      

        

      
        37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

        JOHN 7
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        * * *

      

      Being a Gardener.

      The Gospel is the greatest seed that can be sown, because once sown it has the potential to draw into you the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God himself. 

      But to plant the seed is just the start. Being a diligent caretaker for the garden of your heart and mind only begins by choosing which seed to plant. Once sown, you need to feed, water and nurture anything you want to be healthy. You need to tend to the plants that you want to grow and give shape to your life. 

      
        
        
        5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ

        2 CORINTHIANS 10

      

      

      

      To believe in God, and to believe in Christ, is to plant a garden with the words he gives you. To plant, water and tend, as often as you can, all the days of your life.
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        * * *

      

      JOLT Q&A.

      Q. What scripture explains the inner workings of a human?

      A. Lots! But specifically, in this case, Matthew 13 is a great place to start.

      

      Q. When we believe something, what process has begun?

      A. We are planting a seed. That seed will turn into a plant that we experience as thoughts, and those thoughts turn into actions, which is fruit.

      

      Q. Do I have to consciously believe for this process to begin?

      A. Absolutely not. To take something as true is to plant the seed. A young boy might grow up learning from the men around him that women are to be used and abused. This young boy takes this belief as truth, and it will form much of who he is as he grows up. It will produce fruit which present as very destructive desires. In the same way, if a young girl learns to fly into a fit of rage to get what she needs, she has taken as true the cause and effect of that behaviour. As an adult she will have trouble identifying a ‘belief’ at the root, because she won’t remember the moment she first consciously believed it.

      

      Q. What are desires?

      A. Desires are the green shoots of the plant closest to their point of origin. They are so close to the underlying belief we often can’t distinguish them from ourselves.

      

      Q. Unchecked, what is the fruit of ungodly beliefs?

      A. When fully developed: death. Death has many forms. Death of faith, death of relationships, death of hope; death and harm to others.

      
        
        
        14 each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

        JAMES 1

      

      

      

      Q. What is the Gospel?

      A. It is the message of Jesus Christ crucified for us. It is the imperishable seed.

      

      Q. What is the result of believing the Gospel?

      A. The seed is planted, and it draws the very life of God down into our inmost being.

      

      Q. Is ‘believing’ a one-time thing?

      A. No. In the same way we need to tend a garden, so with ourselves. Tending and gardening is a continual action. There is more to learn on this in the fundamental number four.
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            OPENING YOUR SPIRITUAL DOOR

          

        

      

    

    
      An offensive Gospel.

      When Jesus began to preach, His message boiled down to a succinct one-liner: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.

      
        
        
        17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

        MATTHEW 4

      

      

      

      After Jesus had ascended to heaven, the apostles continued His work. Their message was an echo of that spoken by Christ: repent. 

      
        
        
        38 “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

        ACTS 2

      

      

      

      Today, within the church of the global west, that echo has faded to almost nothing.

      Repentance is offensive.

      The world preaches tolerance, and the church has fallen into line. The so-called wisdom of such capitulation is that ‘preaching repentance’ alienates the masses. Nobody’s going to save somebody by offending them. And so, by and large, any discussion on repentance is pushed way back to the back of the queue. After all, preaching a loving God is a far more digestible message.

      But here is the truth. If repentance isn’t preached, then what is presented isn’t the Gospel.

      It might be hard to believe, but this boring, dirty and offensive concept is like a disguised doorway. A hidden pathway to extraordinary spiritual transformation. It is the gate by which we access the immense potential of having the life of God flowing through our veins.

      That’s a huge claim, but it’s true.

      This fundamental aspect of the Gospel opens a door to radical transformation. But to understand it, we need to start the story at the beginning. We need to understand the story of us: the spirit-dead.  

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      The Story.

      In the beginning, when first created, we were in God's image. We were free. We were pure. And we had dominion and authority. We were a spirit, as God is, but we possessed a distinct physical body, just as we have now. Although naked we were not exposed - rather we were sheathed in the luminescent flame of the Spirit. Our body was clothed in flames of pure light, the light of the Spirit, the same radiance that comes from God Himself. 

      But then came the fall, and we all know the story. When we ate the apple, when we believed and acted on a lie, we fell from grace. God had made it clear, if we were to use our freewill to choose this path, the consequence would be death. We would die on that very same day. 

      And die we did. 

      The flame of our spirit fluttered and failed. We spiritually died. Adam and Eve were left, to their horror, bare and exposed. Truly naked. I can only imagine the overwhelming pain. With their spirit dead, only their mortal body remained, and on came a crushing flood of shame. 

      The devil, in one move, had conquered Mankind. Separated from God, the devil tricked us into using our gift of freedom as a weapon against ourselves. In a single devastating blow, the devil had taken us down into the dust. One and all we became the spirit-dead. 

      Until Christ.

      Christ, injected into dead humanity, effectively split Mankind in two. From within the ranks of the spirit-dead he brought forward a new, alive-for-the-first-time, Spiritkind. 

      
        
        
        6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

        JOHN 3

      

      

      

      The Spirit breathed our spirit back to life. Mankind, through Jesus Christ, could be born again.

      
        
        
        24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.” 

        JOHN 5 NKJV

      

      

      

      Opening a pathway from mortality to immortality, a pathway from death to life, Christ made it such that all humans need to do is choose. That ancient decree, that first and most powerful gift of free will, the gift of choice, became all that is required for a person to cross from the spirit-dead to Spiritkind. 

      
        
        
        “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

        JOHN 3 NIV

      

      

      

      Using our gift of free will in this way is the essence of repentance. Exercising our free will to repent is nothing short of the path to eternal life.

      
        
        
        18 … they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

        ACTS 11
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        * * *

      

      The Scriptures.

      We need to more fully define repentance, but before we do, let's look at the foundational scriptures for the story so far. 

      Mankind, in the beginning, was made in God's image. God is spirit, and so were we. 

      
        
        
        24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit ...”

        JOHN 4

      

        

        27... God created man in his own image,

            in the image of God he created him;

      
            male and female he created them.

        GENESIS 1

      

      

      

      The notion that in the beginning Adam and Eve were sheathed in flame, in radiant light like God, is not that far-fetched. When Mankind draws near to God the bible records multiple instances of radiant transfiguration. It is what the disciples tasted at Pentecost, and it stands to reason that it was how Adam and Eve were in the beginning. More than that, it is how we are to be, in increasing measures, as we continue to be clothed in and by the Holy Spirit.

      
        
        
        49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

        LUKE 24

      

      

      

      Don’t get stuck here if this idea is too much. This idea is not central to the Gospel, and it shouldn’t sidetrack the flow of this study. If you’d like to delve into this further at another time check out The Guardian Universe.

      Here is what is central to the Gospel: God intends Mankind to master the gift of freewill. 

      
        
        
        28 God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

        GENESIS 1

      

      

      

      The gift is irrevocable, and God took an enormous risk to give such a power gift. The trajectory of the whole world, from that point on, was in Mankind’s hands. 

      
        
        6 The Lord said to Cain, “ ... 7 If you do well, will there not be a lifting up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is toward you, but you must rule over it.”

      

      

      Believing and acting on the lie caused Adam and Eve to die. As God said: the day you eat the apple will be the day of your death, the day of your spiritual death. 

      
        
        
        16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  

        GENESIS 2

      

      

      

      True to his word, since that first sin, Mankind has been dead. Spirit-dead. 

      
        
        
        1 "You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead."

        REVELATION 3

      

        

      
        22 ... Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

        MATTHEW 8

      

      

      

      And how did this death come about? What was the cause? The devil was not the cause, but rather a catalyst. The real cause was our misuse of freewill. We were, and are, conquered by our own freewill. 

      
        
        11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.

        12 … sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—

        …

      
        15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.

        ROMANS 7
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        * * *

      

      The story continues.

      At this point, perhaps you have noticed an inconsistency. There seems to be a problem with the cause and remedy. 

      If one sin caused death, and if one gift is the fix, then surely one prayer to say sorry should fix it, right?

      Why do I keep sinning and continually need to repent?

      Our experience seems at odds with this simple “dead and now-alive” Gospel. Even somebody full of the Holy Spirit will find themselves making mistakes and needing to ask for forgiveness. 

      Believe it or not, this is expected.

      When Jesus taught us to pray in the Lord's Prayer, the part 'forgive us our sins' was right in the middle (Luke chapter 11). So long as we pray, Jesus teaches that we should repent. Ongoing repentance is a part of being a disciple as long as we're alive! 

      How can this possibly be? 

      It’s a good question. It's good because it leads to an answer much bigger than itself. Fully understanding repentance is to fully understand the purpose of your life.

      The House of Saud, the Saudi royal family, has a monarchical history extending back nearly a century. They've an estimated fortune of over a trillion dollars. The House of Saud, that family rules the land of Saudi Arabia with surety. 

      But even as impressive as they are, they’re nothing compared to the household of God that’s coming. The household of God, the family of Jesus Christ, is to rule over everything. All heaven and all earth. The household of God is the ruling family over everything.

      That is the extraordinary calling of the followers and disciples of Jesus Christ. At the end, when perfect, they are to be warriors, judges and rulers of all things, in the Kingdom of God.

      
        
        11 If we have died with him, we will also live with him;

      
        12 if we endure, we will also reign with him

        2 TIMOTHY

      

        

      
        26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. 

        REVELATION 2

      

        

      
        3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!

        1 CORINTHIANS 6

      

      

      

      It is in this life, in humility in the dust, that we are being trained as a member of the ruling family of God. We are learning to judge the truth from a lie. We're learning to wield freewill. We're learning to exert authority.

      Most of all, we're learning to overcome.

      
        
        
        4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

        1 JOHN 5

      

      

      

      So where does repentance come in?

      Repentance is the essence of your training. See, the evil you are judging, overcoming and putting to death is in you! When John said we have the power to overcome the world, he is talking about the world within you!   

      
        
        
        5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

        COLOSSIANS 3

      

        

        “Death is swallowed up in victory.

        55 O death, where is your victory?

            O death, where is your sting?”

      
        56 For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. 57 But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.

        1 CORINTHIANS 15

      

      

      

      Each and every time we identify something out of order within us and repent, we've taken the first step in applying the power of Christ. Nothing changes without first repenting. Repenting opens a door to the Holy Spirit. With him we are empowered to clean up the sticky web of evil that entangles our hearts and minds. 

      Repenting is the ultimate expression of self-control, it is the ultimate use of our freewill.

      Repenting, turning from our own desires to choose Jesus, this is the ultimate choice. It is by repentance we open the door of our life to Jesus himself. It is a daily exercise of our freewill, a daily decision to choose him over all else.

      
        
        
        24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

        MATTHEW 16
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        * * *

      

      JOLT Q&A.

      Q. When mankind broke relationship with God, what died?

      A. Our spirit. When Adam and Eve sinned they spiritually died that day, and Mankind has been spirit-dead, that is dead to God, ever since.

      
        
        
        17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  

        GENESIS 2

      

      

      

      Q. At its essence, what is repentance?

      A. It is a very specific type of choice, and it is a decision with two halves. The first half is to turn from a self-serving action or thought, the second half being to open the door to Jesus Christ.

      

      Q. What are we repenting from?

      A. Anything that breaks our relationship with God. The old-school term for this is sin, but given this term has been muddied with religious connotation, it is easier to think in terms of our own experience: we repent from things we think and do that break our umbilical cord to the life of God.

      

      Q. What causes our spiritual death?

      A. The answer for this is almost identical to what are we repenting from. That old-school term sin is a good one word answer. Indeed, it’s a good definition for sin: anything that causes death. To look at it another way, death comes from the misuse of freewill. Our choices are always at the root of death. Decision, not the devil, is at the root of death. The devil is not a cause, but a catalyst.

      
        
        
        14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

        JAMES 1

      

      

      

      Q. Why do I keep sinning and continually need to repent?

      A. Repenting and asking for forgiveness is not a one time thing. It is the process of overcoming the world within us. Daily choosing to turn away from worldly desires, daily choosing to open the door to Christ, this continued action is a fundamental discipline of disciples.

      
        
        
        6 “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

        JAMES 4

      

      

      

      Q. What do I gain from repenting?

      A. Through repentance we are learning the art of overcoming. We overcome the selfish worldly desires within us. To repent is to continually exercise control over your freewill.

      

      Q. To repent opens a door - a door to what?

      A. Repenting opens the door to spiritual birth and transformation.  Because of this, turning from our own desires to respond to Jesus is the ultimate choice. It is by repentance, turning away from our own self, that we open the door to the purity and freedom of Jesus Christ himself. 

      

      Q. Ultimately, what does repenting gain?

      A. By repentance we enable the Spirit of God to transform us from the inside out. Working with him we overcome, we conquer the world inside us, and we become worthy of ruling with Christ in the age to come.

      
        
        
        19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

        REVELATION 3 [THE WORDS OF JESUS CHRIST]
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            BEING GOOD VERSUS BEING MADE GOOD

          

        

      

    

    
      The Law versus the Spirit.

      God is forging within us a combination only found in Himself - perfect freedom and purity. When brought to completion within us, this extraordinary combination is the magnificent 'image of God.' Freewill and perfect purity had, up until Jesus Christ, existed nowhere else. 

      
        
        
        17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

        2 CORINTHIANS 3

      

      

      

      For this comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. The 'Spirit', at work at the coal face within us, is the focus of this study. The Holy Spirit is the one who weaves together within us the gift of Jesus Christ, but how do we participate? How does He do it, and what role do we play? 

      There are excellent answers to all of this, but first, here is the story made short.
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        * * *

      

      The Story.

      God makes the impossible possible within Jesus Christ. He fuses freewill with freedom by fire, the fire of temptation and suffering, within his mortal body. 

      We are then invited to receive this as a gift. We are invited to receive freedom and purity, which replaces our bondage and corruption. 

      We receive this gift by receiving Jesus Christ, his Spirit, the Holy Spirit, into us. 

      Receiving him is continual. It becomes the focus of our life and is the foundation of being a 'follower' and 'disciple.' It replaces our focus on the law, it replaces our effort to be good, with our focus now on being made good. 

      That said, we must participate in receiving and appropriating the gift. These actions we might call 'Christian disciplines.' It is no surprise we have a part to play in our transformation, just as a baby needs to eat, drink and learn to walk. God's life within the child makes it grow, but if it does not participate it will quickly become malnourished and cease to live. 

      Together with the Holy Spirit we grow towards perfection, a perfect reflection of God. Pure and free.

      
        
        
        6 ... he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

        PHILIPPIANS 1
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        * * *

      

      The Scripture.

      Let’s set the scene. How was freewill and purity forged together in the first place? 

      The combination was created, in the fire of affliction, in Jesus Christ. 

      
        
        
        10 For it was fitting that he [God], for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation [Jesus Christ] perfect through suffering

        HEBREWS 2

      

      

      

      Freewill within Jesus’ own flesh was put through the fire of both temptation and suffering, to the point of death. And in these flames, He forged the impossible within His mortal body.

      
        
        
        8 Although he [Jesus Christ] was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him 

        HEBREWS 5

      

      

      

      So then, the perfect freedom and perfect purity forged in Christ, how does this come to be the reality within us?

      
        
        
        22 he [Jesus] breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit."

        JOHN 20

      

        

      
        17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

        2 CORINTHIANS 3

      

      

      

      The Spirit then brings the purity of Christ into us and transforms us. What is our role in allowing the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, into us?

      
        
        9 if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

      
        10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.

        ROMANS 10

      

      

      

      We obtain this as a gift. We receive this through obediently believing, confessing, and thereby receiving his Spirit in us.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      Where’s the catch?

      It sounds too easy doesn't it? Something like a magic phrase, or a magic prayer. It is because people think this is a one-time prayer, that they are then tempted to add a bunch of things to do. After saying the magic prayer, they add a bunch of rules, a bunch of laws, to live by. So then being a Christian is reduced back to following 'rules.' Say the prayer and then you behave like this [insert whatever moral code you like best]. Then you're 'saved.' 

      And that, of course, is rubbish. It is not the Gospel. Let me take a minute to explain. 

      Behaving your way to purity is impossible. A dead-end road. But it is a very common road that a huge number of people take. It's the question of being good versus being made good. Being pure versus being made pure. 

      The first, being by human effort, is impossible. The second, being by Jesus' effort, is possible.

      Behaving according to some sort of law, be it our own moral code or one imposed on us by a community, has no value in making us pure. Seeking purity through following 'the law,' is fruitless. 

      
        
        
        18 ... a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing perfect)

        HEBREWS 7

      

        

         10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel

        after those days, declares the Lord:

        I will put my laws into their minds,

        and write them on their hearts,

        and I will be their God,

      
        and they shall be my people.

        HEBREWS 8

      

        

        7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second.

         8 For he finds fault with them when he says:

         “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,

        when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,

         9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers

        on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.

        For they did not continue in my covenant,

        and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.

        1O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? 

        ...

        2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

        ...

      
        10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.”11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.”

        GALATIANS 3

      

      

      

      So it is through trusting Jesus Christ, through receiving him in whom purity and freewill was forged within mortality, that we ourselves become pure. We cannot bring it into effect through our human effort independent of Christ. 

      Having said all of that, we must continually participate in our salvation. Just as a child has to open its mouth to accept food given to it, we must open ourselves to Christ and the Holy Spirit.   

      
        
        
        63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I [Jesus Christ] have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.

        JOHN 6 NIV

      

      

      

      And here, in Jesus' words, we find the key to understanding what Paul so famously says in Romans 10. 

      
        
        
        9 if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

        ROMANS 10

      

      

      

      This, in the simplest terms, is how we participate. 

      Believe. Confess.

      Believe. Confess.

      Believe. Confess.

      We take that which Jesus says, words which are Spirit and Life, and we believe them in our heart. We ingest them. We take each seed and we plant it deep. That's the first part.    

      Then, we speak these words as truth. We confess them as reality. That's the second part. When, not as liturgy or religion, we can utter Jesus’ words from a place of deep conviction, it is evidence that the planted seed has taken root and is alive.    

      This is, at the most basic level, the act of receiving his Spirit into us. To open the door and say 'yes' is to participate in the work of the Spirit. To believe, and to continue to believe, is to keep the door open. Then to speak it, to confess it, completes the cycle. What has been planted is alive, and with care fruit will follow.

      Continual believing is continual receiving. 

      Continual speaking is flushing out the rubbish and replacing it with the purity you're receiving.   

      
        
        
        12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

        PHILIPPIANS 2

      

      

      

      It's been said that all the arteries, veins, and capillaries in the human body, if placed end to end, would extend over 100,000 km. Our physical bodies are complex! The same, then, is surely true for your spiritual person. 

      
        
        9 The heart is deceitful above all things,

            and desperately sick;

      
            who can understand it?

        JEREMIAH 17

      

      

      

      Believing and speaking is a two-part process to flushing the gunk out of the inmost parts of your spiritual being and replacing them with Jesus Christ. The goal is to see the gift of Jesus Christ, the Spirit, work His way all the way through you. It will take time, persistence and patience! But it is not complex. And it is, guaranteed, easier than following some sort of religious code. 

      
        
        
        28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

        MATTHEW 11

      

      
        25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 

        JOHN 11

      

      

      

      As you work through all the things Jesus said, as you read through the bible, you're going to find things that are difficult to swallow, something like a splinter in the mind. These are important moments, it is where the Word of God is coming up against corruption, brokenness, filth that clogs your plumbing, so to speak. Now you’ve identified this part of you that’s out of alignment with God you can bring it to him and allow the Holy Spirit to deal with it. This, in essence, is simply how you clean out all the muck within you. You keep believing and confessing Christ and his words. 

      The result? You will be renewed, from the inside out. 

      You have to go home and do this, all the time, as often as you can. And remarkably you will find it far more effective than trying to modify your behaviour to follow some sort of ethical code. Because by this you will find the Spirit of God within you, working within you, changing your will and your works for good! Jesus’ gift, as it works its way through you, will transform your behaviour.

      
        
        
        13 it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

        PHILIPPIANS 2

      

      

      

      This is why it is so useless to police other people's behaviour. Without Christ, they're simply not free. They're not able to change, and they're certainly not able to become pure. It is only by the Spirit of God we can have purity and freedom together. 
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        * * *

      

      I've outlined a two-part process, but there is a third. 

      This third part is rarely understood and incredibly powerful. 

      In addition to believing and speaking things you understand, there is also speaking of things you don't understand. Speaking things as directed by the Spirit and understood only by the Spirit. Most of the time, if we're honest, we understand almost nothing. This then, giving the Spirit the steering wheel of our transformational journey, is critically important.

      I'm speaking of course about speaking in tongues. 

      Here is what Paul has to say.

      
        
        
        26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

        ROMANS 8

      

      

      

      What then is the speaking of tongues? How does it work and what is the point of it? 

      
        
        
        20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.

        JUDE 1

      

      

      

      The point of it is simple. It is something we do for our development. It is a way we can participate with the Holy Spirit in building us up. 

      It is not given to us for the betterment of others, like the other spiritual gifts, but it is given to us for our betterment. For our transformation. 

      Paul, in 1 Corinthians 14, provides instruction for the church regarding tongues. Putting it simply, because tongues is for the individual it should not be a big part of a gathering. But amidst this instruction, we find plenty of detail as to what it is and how it works for us personally. 

      
        
        2 ... one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit.

        ...

        4 The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the church. 5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues...

        ...

      
        18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 

        1 CORINTHIANS 14

      

      

      

      Paul, the founding theologian of the Church, thanked God for the amount of tongues he spoke, and desired that we do the same.  

      So what is it? 

      If we could see in the spiritual realm we would find it easier to understand. Our spirit, if seen as a flame, needs to intertwine with the flame of the Holy Spirit. We are to become one. 

      
        
        
        17 ... he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.

        1 CORINTHIANS 6

      

      
        2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

        ACTS 2

      

      

      

      His words, in His language, coming out of our mortal body, at our discretion; this is our part to play in the joining of our spirit with His. It is our part to play in setting alight the fire of the Spirit upon and around us. This, in simple terms, is why speaking in tongues builds us up. It gives breath to our spiritual transformation. 

      To ignite the flame of the Spirit through speaking in tongues is the intention of God. It is the opposite of what our tongues produce when separated from him. Those living as enemies of Jesus Christ, as we previously were, use their tongues to ignite their lives with the fire of hell. 

      
        
        
        5 How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.

        JAMES 3
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        * * *

      

      JOLT Q&A.

      As the leader of the group, you want to make sure you have answers to these questions firm in your mind, and not just based on my answers, but on the scriptures from which these answers come. That’s a high bar to clear, but the benefit for yourself, irrespective of the value you bring to the group, is priceless.

      

      Q. How do we participate in being made perfect and free?

      A. We obtain perfection and freedom, the eternal life of Jesus Christ, as a gift. We receive this through simply and obediently believing in what the bible says about Jesus Christ, a continual meditation, and then speaking those truths. This is how we participate.

      

      Q. How does the Holy Spirit make us alive?

      A. He just does. We might never know the exact science behind this. Jesus himself, in answering Nicodemus, said it is like the wind. You simply need to know that He is the bringer of life, and we beckon Him into us through the action of belief.

      
        
        7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

        …

      
        14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

        JOHN 3

      

      

      

      Q. I’ve been taught that I need to behave in a certain way and do certain things to go to heaven. How can I know for sure this is just religion and not true?

      A. This is best answered with scripture.

      
        
        
        17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

        2 CORINTHIANS 3

      

      
        1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

        GALATIANS 3

      

      

      

      Q. This teaching appears to give people permission to sin endlessly while they ‘wait for God to fix them’. True?

      A. Grace vs Works is a debate that has continued from the very beginning. In the age of the Apostles and Paul, it was Jewish converts zealous for the law who prosecuted the case for works: we must obey the law - no lawbreaker will enter the Kingdom of Heaven was the argument. And in this day and age the same debate rages. The reality is simple and is a question of practice. We must participate in our salvation, as a pattern of practice. Choosing to break God’s law, choosing to do that which our conscience knows to be wrong, choosing to ignore the conviction of the Holy Spirit, if this is what we are practising then our destination is death. If we are practising listening to the Holy Spirit, listening to our conscience, and acting accordingly, then we are practising the art of being led by God, and this, even if we stumble and sin on the way, is the pathway to transformation by the Spirit of God. Resisting the devil is essential, if this is not being practised then it is the devil who is in charge of your life. But when we sin and return to God there is no condemnation, returning is what counts.

      
        
        
        7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

        JAMES 4

      

      
        7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.

        1 JOHN 3

      

      
        1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.

        ROMANS 8

      

      

      

      Q. I gave my life to Christ ages ago. Can I be unsaved?

      A. We must continually participate in our salvation. Just as a child has to open its mouth to accept food given to it, we must open ourselves to Christ and the Holy Spirit. Being unsaved is a conversation for another day. Be simply reminded of this - Christ encouraged us to be zealous, repent and to open our door to Him. To follow Him is to act on this instruction: be enthusiastic, be passionate, be committed, be zealous.

      
        
        
        19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.

        REVELATION 3

      

      

      

      Q. Speaking in tongues is scary. Can’t I just skip that bit?

      A. Speaking in tongues in a group is scary. And partly because, in reality, it is not given for you to use in a group. Tongues is a gift given to you, personally, for you and God. It is of no benefit to anybody else. To talk in His language, for His Spirit in you to speak in God’s language, is only for your personal benefit. Alone in His company you can’t go wrong. There is and will never be any condemnation from Him, so give it a go and leave the rest to Him.
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        * * *

      

      Discuss and Share

      If you do find yourself in a ‘Jolt’ styled bible study, you’ll find almost everybody will have something to share when talking about the fundamentals in this chapter. Every type of religion, including atheism, works by a simple code: do good get good, do bad get bad. For Buddhists it’s karma, for Jews it’s the law, for atheists it’s ethics, you get the idea. To many people’s surprise, it is not the foundation of Christianity.

      Following Jesus Christ is fundamentally not about behaviour.

      As a result, when you get a group together, there is plenty for people to discuss.

      For mature Christians the conversation might go something like this.

      
        
          
            
              
        How many of you have thought, in the past, that you can get to heaven by good behaviour? Where did it lead you?

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Why is it that newly saved Christians are often given a code of ‘good behaviour’ to follow? Is it because it makes it easy to police behaviour? Is it because the congregation actually believes ‘‘behaviour’ is the key to salvation? Or is it because faith is intangible and hard to measure?

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Do we really know what it means to follow the Holy Spirit, and to be ‘made good’ by Him?

      

      

      

      

      

      For new Christians the conversation might go something like this.

      
        
          
            
              
        In the past, have you had any success when you’ve tried to ‘fix’ yourself? How does it feel when you fail at being ‘good’?

      

      

      

      

        

      
        
          
            
        To participate with the Holy Spirit fixing you, what will that look like? How will that be different?

      

      

      

      

        

      
        
          
            
        Explain the difference between ‘trying to be good’, and the moment when you surrendered to God and let him take over?

      

      

      

      

      

      And finally, especially for church leaders, but relevant to everybody, the conversation quite often turns to grace versus works.

      
        
          
            
              
        How do you teach grace without giving permission to sin?

      

      

      

      

      

      It’s almost impossible to give quick answers to any of this. But, hearing the stories told about Zac when first trying to walk with God, I think there is a simple, underlying answer: practise.

      Sin, in the context of a life where the person is actively practising the art of resisting the devil and being led by the Spirit, is almost irrelevant. That’s a big call, but here’s the truth: if and when the sin is pointed out, in keeping with the person’s practise they will respond with enthusiasm in repenting and returning to God.

      On the other hand, sin, in context of a life where the person makes a practise of walking as close to sin as possible, making no practised effort to be led by the Spirit, sin in this context is very relevant. Sin leads to death, and that person is being led not by God but by their own desires.

      Everybody must be able to distinguish the difference, because that’s the difference between life and death.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            5

          

          
            BLOOD DEBT

          

        

      

    

    
      Life, it turns out, is not free.

      If you’ve been in a church for any length of time you'll notice that Christian songwriters like to sing about blood. It's kind of weird. Everybody seems comfortable with this morbid motif, but what does it mean? Does it have anything more than symbolic value? Or is it a throwback to ancient times when sacrifices were trending?

      Christ, crucified by Roman officers outside the city of Jerusalem in 1st-century Israel, shed His blood. It is described in the four Gospels, referred to in the New Testament epistles, attested to by other ancient sources, and is considered an established historical event. Christ, stripped naked and nailed to a cross, with the skin and flesh torn from His back and legs, slowly bled out.

      It is a historical fact: Jesus the Christ gave His blood and died.

      The manner of His death, the date of His death, the specifics of how it would unfold as a sacrifice, had been carefully and specifically planned, in black and white, within the pages of the Old Testament law and prophetic writing.

      His death was the summation of the ritual sacrifice conducted in the Jewish temple in Jerusalem. His death was its conclusion.

      
        
        
        17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.

        MATTHEW 5

      

      

      

      And so we find within the truth of this moment is a potent reality that has changed not just the course of human history, but the trajectory of individual lives every day since. It impacts you and me, right now. But how do we make sense of it?

      Let’s begin by establishing some foundational realities.
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        * * *

      

      Foundation #1. In your blood is the life of God.

      
        
        
        4 But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.  

        GENESIS 9

      

        

      
        11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood

        LEVITICUS 17

      

        

      
        13 ... God, who gives life to all things ...

        1 TIMOTHY 6

      

      

      

      Here, in these verses, is the first foundational truth. The life of God, the life He has breathed into your mortal body, that life is your blood. Not in a weird spiritual metaphorical sense, but in a real, that's actually how it works, sense. 

      Lifeblood is God's life in a physical body. It's in every animal, it's in every person. Life, given by God, is imbued into the blood of all living things. And like a precious seed, it contains extraordinary potential for growth and fruitfulness.

      What makes your body alive, that life in your blood, that is a gift from God. That is God’s gift to you.
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        * * *

      

      Foundation #2. This life was given to us with the expectation of return.

      In the Parable of the Talents, Jesus crystallises an ancient truth hinted at all through the Old Testament. God gave His life expecting an abundant return. God gave life with an expectation of a harvest, an abundant harvest. God the Father looks for, and desires, His life to be returned to Him in the form of fully mature and magnificent sons and daughters. 

      
        
        14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.

        16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.

        20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’

      
        24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

        MATTHEW 25

      

      

      

      This story, and the action of the master, appears to be unfair and harsh. The last servant returned the talent, the master doesn’t appear to have suffered a loss–- he got back what he gave–- why punish the servant? If we can’t understand the master’s actions, it is because we don’t understand the nature of God’s gift to us. If I give you a seed, and you return it to me years later still as a seed, I would be rightly annoyed. The entire point of a seed is for it to planted and in time to yield a return. If we are given a seed, then our job is to plant it and tend to its growth. It’s really not that hard, as the plant itself does the growing. Our role is to plant, tend, and deliver the harvest it produces.

      The same is true of the life we’ve been given.

      The blood within us, the life of God within us, has within it the potential for extraordinary fruitfulness. The life of God has been given with an expectation of abundant return.
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        * * *

      

      Foundation #3. Innocent blood and corrupted blood.

      
        
        
        14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.

        PSALM 51

      

      

      

      We have the beautiful gift of God's life flowing within our veins. But rather than produce fruit with it, we’ve produced thorns.

      Our enslavement to our selfish desires, our sin, means all we can produce with the life we’ve been given is thorns and thistles. We are slaves to our flesh and we use our life, God’s life within us, to serve corrupted ends.

      
        
        
        7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end, it will be burned.

        HEBREWS 6

      

      

      

      We owe a debt on the life we have. Every day we are closer to the moment where we must give an account for it.

      
        
        
        25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

        MATTHEW 5

      

      

      

      Mankind put the gift to use, but with it produced pollution. What came through us was weeds and thistles.  

      And the mountain of weeds and thistles we produced reached heaven itself. We piled up a blood debt as high as the sky. And put simply, it could never be repaid. 

      Some think to die is to make payment, but nothing could be further from the truth. Death is the consequence of our pollution. Even if ‘death’ was a means to return God’s life to Him, as explained by Jesus in the Parable of the Talents, returning the gift is not considered payment. Death is a consequence, not a payment. 

      
        
        
        23 For the wages of sin is death

        ROMANS 6
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        * * *

      

      The Story.

      The story at the outset is a tragedy. It’s so tragic it’s almost comedic.

      We’ve received from God an extraordinary gift of life.

      It has within it the potential for fruitfulness on a supernatural scale, it’s literally divine life with divine potential.

      And yet what we turn up with on the day of reckoning is an armful of weeds. Not just weeds but brambles. Thorns. Pungent and poisonous, as each person turns in their harvest the pile grows and grows. A mile high, at the end it’s fit for nothing but fire.

      Collectively, and individually, Mankind is in a world of trouble. Our blood-debt is beyond any hope of repayment.

      
        
        7 Truly no man can ransom another,

      
            or give to God the price of his life ...

        PSALM 49

      

      

      

      So then, the story turns to that of the divine debt swap. 

      God always intended to solve this problem himself. And he wove into the laws of the universe, from the very beginning, the means for a debt swap.

      Lifeblood for lifeblood. 

      
        
        
        11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.

        LEVITICUS 17

      

      

      

      In the wilderness, Moses, who was well aware of the debt owed, was shown the solution God was preparing. 

      He was shown what was to come and instructed to make a replica for the people. What Moses made, and put into effect, was a tabernacle, a priesthood, and the blood sacrifice of animals. It was a shadow of the real thing. As gruesome as it was, the Levitical ritual of sacrifice was a guide showing how the real payment would be made. 

      So what was that 'real payment?'

      Jesus Christ, God Himself, born into the human race.

      Listen again to the prophetic words of Leviticus 11.

      
        
        
        11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.

        LEVITICUS 11

      

      

      

      God says clearly that He is the one to give blood. He is the one who will make atonement for our souls.

      Jesus the Christ was born of Mary, who like all of us, had debt laden lifeblood within her. Though Jesus inherited from her polluted blood, separate to this He had within Himself pure life, in and of Himself. He had pure life not as a gift, He had life because He was life. 

      Jesus did not need life from His inherited blood to be alive.

      
        
        
        26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 

        JOHN 5

      

      

      

      Jesus inherited the corruption and pollution of mankind, but He did not inherit the debt. He had life in and of Himself, and He owed no debt on His lifeblood. 

      Jesus Christ owed nothing. He was debt free. 

      
        
        
        30 “…the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me [Jesus Christ]”

        JOHN 14

      

      

      

      So as the Romans cut, tore and slashed at Jesus' back, the blood that soaked into the ground made payment for the debt, not His debt, but our debt. That blood, pouring back into the dust beneath the cross, was lifeblood against which stood the debt of the entire human race. The devil had no claim over Jesus’ life, there was no requirement on Jesus’ blood for His own atonement. His blood, then, was spilt in payment for the debt that stood against mankind.   

      
        
        
        13 God made [us] alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

        COLOSSIANS 2

      

      

      

      Jesus’ sacrifice was the reality that Moses mimicked, and the priests mimicked for almost 1500 years leading up to the event. Looking beyond the ritual sacrifice made at the temple the prophets saw the death of the Messiah, the final and perfect sacrifice. The debt against the lifeblood of Mankind: paid in blood by Jesus Christ. That was that. Payment made, debt cancelled. 

      
        
        
        5 ... he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 

        ISAIAH 53

      

        

      
        10 ... we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

        HEBREWS 10

      

        

      
        22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

        HEBREWS 9

      

        

      
        23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

        ROMANS 6

      

      

      

      Don't take any of this lightly. The payment, which we cannot make ourselves, was made by Jesus Christ for us. Such is His love for us that God gave of Himself: His only Son. And when you accept Jesus Christ and Him crucified, you accept His payment on your behalf. You are accepting His offer to live debt free. 

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      Our Response.

      How do we respond to such a gift? How are we to live, now our lives are debt free? How can we live to be worthy of such a price?

      We respond in kind.

      Forgiving is not just a nice thing to do, this is something Jesus taught as a day to day routine. It is a central tenant of the Lord’s Prayer, a prayer we have been instructed to pray in order for God to help us with the task.

      
        
        12 … forgive us our debts,

      
            as we also have forgiven our debtors.

        MATTHEW 6

      

      

      

      The simple truth is this. You cannot receive the payment of your debt if you are unwilling to forgive the debt of others against you. To withhold forgiveness is to spit in the face of He who paid your debt on your behalf.

      Take this seriously.

      
        
        23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.

        25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.

        28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.

        31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’

      
        34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

        MATTHEW 18
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        * * *

      

      JOLT Q&A.

      Q. Where is the life of God within our physical body?

      A. In our blood. Within our blood is life given to us by God.

      

      Q. If the life within me is from God, what are the implications?

      A. It means there is an expectation of return. There is an account that must be given.

      

      Q. How do I know that my life is from God?

      A. If life, in any form, was the result of chemicals coming together, then it could be replicated in a lab. But the truth is, life is invisible, intangible, unexplainable in terms of things that can be seen in the physical. The origin of every life lies in the supernatural.

      

      Q. We didn’t ask for the gift, surely it’s unfair of God to expect a return?

      A. The fact that we stand opposed to God receiving a return for His gift, that’s the problem. We deny Him, when He has given us everything, and paid for everything, that’s the problem. He himself has done everything required for His life within us to bear fruit, so to stand in defiance is the reason we stand condemned. Our unwillingness to come to Jesus, our unwillingness to allow His gift to bear fruit, that is the only sin that remains.

      
        
        
        8 And when he [the Holy Spirit] comes, he will convict the world concerning sin … because they do not believe in me [Jesus Christ]

        JOHN 16

      

      

      

      Q. If it’s God’s life in my blood, why am I so attracted to sin?

      A. Our life within us is corrupted. We are enslaved to that which has overcome us, and so we can, outside of Christ, only produce thorns and thistles.

      
        
        
        19 … they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.

        2 PETER 2

      

      

      

      Q. What if we don’t want to change? What if we like to sin?

      A. The consequences of sin is always death: the death of things in our life, and ultimately the death of our life. For example, if I control circumstances through fits of rage, I will start to see the death of friendships, family relationships, and ultimately the death of my own self-esteem.   This is the fruit that we then have to give account for, because we used God’s life within us to produce these outcomes. Sin, invariably, leads to death.

      
        
        
        21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.

        ROMANS 6

      

      

      

      Q. My parents are the reason I’m a mess. Why am I responsible?

      A. We are collectively in trouble. Mankind, collectively, has amassed a debt. Jesus Christ, in one hit, paid for our collective debt. It is individually, however, that we must take responsibility to receive His debt-forgiveness. It doesn’t matter where your dysfunction comes from, it is individually that we escape Mankind’s collective consequence.

      
        
        
        38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.”

        ACTS 2

      

      

      

      Q. How do I accept his payment for the debt I owe?

      A. Repent and be baptised. Repentance, that is to reject what the world offers and to embrace Jesus Christ, and baptism, to be made alive with the life of Jesus Christ. What is baptism? That’s the next chapter - Immersion.

      

      Q. Is it possible to accept Christ and yet not be forgiven?

      A. Yes. If we do not forgive others, then our debt stands. The message of Jesus’ parable in Matthew 18 is inescapable: we cannot be forgiven if we do not ourselves forgive.
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      Beneath the waves.

      There are two baptisms. The first is in water, the second in fire. 

      Both of them are, in their own way, the essence of the Gospel. And both of them were declared, in the beginning, by John the Baptist. 

      
        
        
        11 “I [John] baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He [Jesus Christ] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

        MATTHEW 3

      

      

      

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      The first baptism.

      Baptism into water, baptism for repentance of sins, is baptism into death, and resurrection into life. 

      
        
        
        12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.

        COLOSSIANS 2

      

      

      

      Baptism is where we join with Jesus Christ in His death. It is where we participate in being dead with Him. 

      Now, this is not a figure of speech, and this baptism is not symbolic, though it certainly has symbolic qualities. It is the real deal: we genuinely die in baptism.  

      Sounds crazy but let me make the case. 

      Who is it that pronounces the dead, dead, and the living, living? Is it not God alone? 

      
        
        
        5 Since his days are determined, and the number of his months is with you, and you have appointed his limits that he cannot pass

        JOB 14

      

      

      

      It is God alone who determines if and when somebody is dead, it is God alone who defines what death is. He draws the line in the sand. He alone says 'here, and no more'.

      The disparity between what we see as dead and what God sees as dead was made entirely clear at the start. As you will remember from our earlier study, God said to Adam that on the day he eats of the fruit he would certainly die.

      
        
        
        17 … for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

        GENESIS 2

      

      

      

      But we look on the day Adam ate the fruit and say ‘Ahah! Look, he didn't die!' And this is the case-in-point. We did die. But because our flesh continued, and we were not there to witness the moment, we miss it completely. In God's view, in reality, Mankind from that day was dead. Mankind was spirit-dead.

      God himself is the judge and arbitrator. The moment our breath fails us, what we call death, isn’t necessarily death to him. 

      
        
        
        38 Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.”

        LUKE 20

      

      

      

      The conclusion is simply this. He who God calls dead, is dead, and who God calls alive, is alive. 

      So then, let’s take another look at baptism. Being joined in death with Jesus Christ is not symbolic at all. It is very very real. The debt of sin that runs through your veins, when immersed in baptism is joined in Jesus' death. When immersed in baptism, God pronounces it dead. And dead means dead! 

      
        
        
        4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

         ROMANS 6

      

      

      

      Baptism closes your account. It allows you to rise to new life and not look back. By the power of God, who Himself defines life and death, when you rise from the water you are alive! 

      
        
        
        10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

        ROMANS 6
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        * * *

      

      The baptism of fire.

      Being baptised in water and joined with Christ in death is a one-time thing that separates you from your past. In contrast, being baptised by Christ into the Holy Spirit is a continual baptism that forges eternal life within you.

      
        
        
        11 He [Jesus Christ] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

        MATTHEW 3

      

      

      

      Here is the story of how it unfolds. Here is the story of what happens in the supernatural. 

      Firstly, understand you have both a physical body and a spiritual body. There are two halves of you, one aspect we see, the other we feel. Your spiritual body isn't visible to mortal eyes. 

      
        
        
        44 If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.

        1 CORINTHIANS 15

      

      

      

      Your spiritual person, what I'll call your nephesh, a Hebrew word similar to soul (נשמה), is the embodiment of everything you are, right now, at this point in your life. It is the sum total of your decisions, your attitudes and your beliefs. Taking from what we discussed in the fundamental belief, seeds planted in your heart grow and give form to the nephesh, both inside and outside the outline of your physical form.

      Your nephesh was intended to be covered by the luminescent flame of the Spirit, your naked soul was never meant to be seen. But born naked we are, and as we sense our exposure, we try to cover ourselves, lies and deception being in easy reach.

      
        
        12 So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right living. 

      
        14 … clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.

        ROMANS 13 NLT

      

      

      

      Covering nakedness in this way produces a wiry and thorn-laden thicket, something that over time will harden into the permanent exterior.

      When we are born of God, born again, born from above, the Spirit surrounds our nephesh like a sheet of flame. Although invisible for the most part, in this way the Spirit is for us like the clothing Adam and Eve had in the beginning.

      
        
        
        49 ... stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

        LUKE 24

      

      

      

      In my mind’s eye it is a fire that burns from the heart both upward and downward, covering our nephesh from top to bottom. Angels watching the first spark of our spirit’s flame count themselves extraordinarily fortunate – they are witnessing our birth as Spiritkind, an extraordinary transformation. That which was dead, now blazing with life. 

      
        
        
        4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.

        2 CORINTHIANS 5

      

      

      

      Baptism by the Holy Spirit is a fiery immersion that turns the dead and decaying layers of your nephesh to ash. Of the parts surrendered to him he brings a purging, a complete removal of all that is abhorrent and filthy. When you repent, the fire that the Holy Spirit brings is that of cleansing. 

      
        
        
        17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

        2 CORINTHIANS 5
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        * * *

      

      Fiction vs Reality.

      These ideas, what I’ve just explained to you, might seem like pure fantasy. To a generation immersed in the cult of science, where only that which can be cut open with a scalpel is real, that’s understandable. But the bible is clear, and the picture it paints is reality, believe it or not.

      
        
        
        16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

        2 CORINTHIANS 4

      

        

      
        3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear—4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.

        1 PETER 3

      

        

      
        12 So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

        ROMANS 13

      

      

      

      Baptism in water, then, is to die.

      To be raised from the waters of baptism is to be raised to life.

      And finally, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is to be transformed and clothed in supernatural power.
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        * * *

      

      The Fire of Judgement.

      “Everyone’s going through a refining fire sooner or later."

      This is Eugene Peterson's translation of Jesus’ words in Mark 9:49.

      
        
        
        49 For everyone will be salted with fire.

        MARK 9

      

      

      

      The reality is simply this. Fire is coming for everyone. 

      The purpose of God is us, the refinement of us His chosen children, to bring us into His family as perfect and free. Included in this purpose is the destruction of everything that is corrupt, everything that is evil. Every single thing that has or ever will assail and assault His children will be destroyed.

      
        
        12 … in your steadfast love you will cut off my enemies,

            and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul,

      
            for I am your servant.

        PSALM 143

      

      

      

      This, at the end, is the fire of judgement. This is an ocean of fire that will devour and destroy every vile vestige from heaven and earth.

      Quite often we make this all about other people. We focus on others, those destined for hell, rather than ourselves. But here is the truth: for any dark corner within us that we're not willing to submit to the fire of the Holy Spirit, this fire of judgement is coming. 

      
        
        
        14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

        1 CORINTHIANS 3

      

      

      

      God has purposed to purge all creation of evil. Every last bit. And that includes anything hidden within us.

      
        
        
        4 ... the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning.

        ISAIAH 4

      

      

      

      What I'm saying is this: fire from God will either purify you or destroy you. And it will destroy you simply because you refused to be purified by it. If you won't let go of the evil that hides within you, then you will be destroyed by the fire of God that comes to cleanse the world. 

      
        
        16 For with fire and with his sword

      
        the Lord will execute judgment on all people

        ISAIAH 66 NIV

      

        

      
        7 ... the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

        2 PETER 3

      

      

      

      But for those who hold onto the Gospel, who make Jesus Christ their personal and only Messiah, for anyone who participates in water baptism into Christ’s death and receives the rebirth of their spirit through the Holy Spirit, then for these there is a different path. They have a divine heritage. 

      
        
        
        17 “They will be my people,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. “On the day when I act in judgment, they will be my own special treasure. I will spare them as a father spares an obedient child. 18 Then you will again see the difference between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.”

        MALACHI 3 NLT
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        * * *

      

      JOLT Q&A.

      Q. What is the point of Baptism?

      A. Baptism into water, baptism for repentance of sins, is baptism into Christ’s death, and rebirth into Christ’s life. 

      

      Q. Is it necessary to be baptised to be a Christian?

      A. Yes and no. The thief crucified beside Christ found himself saved by faith alone. Faith is enough. But for context, in every other case recorded in the New Testament, people believed and were baptised. The overwhelming pattern set in the words of scripture is simply - believe and be baptised.

      

      Q. Is Baptism symbolic?

      A. Yes, but it is so much more. In the sense that we follow Jesus Christ’s example, Himself being baptised by John the Baptist, it is a symbol of obedience. But it is real, very real, in that God Himself determines who is dead and who is alive. If He says that we are united in Christ’s death in baptism, and in being raised from the water we are united in His resurrected life, then that is real. The essence of baptism’s reality is in the unseen, and in the hands of the Holy Spirit.

      
        
        
        13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

        1 CORINTHIANS 12

      

      

      

      Q. I was baptised as a child, does that count?

      A. God himself determines what ‘counts’. Insofar as you, an adult of sound mind, is concerned, is there anything you wouldn’t do to be made truly alive? What would be the reason for being half-hearted? The guiding principle is faith. Without faith it is impossible to please God. Accordingly, let your decisions be based on a clear conscience and faith-filled confidence in Jesus Christ.

      
        
        
        6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

        HEBREWS 11

      

      

      

      Q. What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

      A. Baptism by the Holy Spirit is a fiery immersion in the unseen. Though invisible, the indescribable experience is evidence enough for most. Of that surrendered to Him He brings a purging, a complete removal of all that is abhorrent and filthy. When you repent, the fire that the Holy Spirit brings is that of cleansing. 

      
        
        
        17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

        2 CORINTHIANS 5

      

      

      

      Q. Does it matter or not if I believe in the fire of judgement?

      A. The writer of Hebrews calls ‘eternal judgement’ foundational teaching. If, at the end of all things, we are found with corruption hidden within us, then there is a consequence. We are given grace for today to deal with things the Holy Spirit brings to our attention. If we’re unwilling, then we’re volunteering ourselves as fodder for the fire.

      
        
        
        1 Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

        HEBREWS 6
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        * * *

      

      The truth is that baptism is, especially in many traditional church congregations, a very contentious subject. Baptism in water, baptism by the Holy Spirit, both are fought over, with innocent and vulnerable people caught in the middle.

      The guiding principle, then, must be faith and genuine relationship with Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit Himself determining what is right for each person according to their circumstances.

      
        
          
            
              
        Does baptism mean I need to be fully submerged?

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Does the catholic baptism count?

      

      

      

      
        
          
        What if I don’t speak in tongues - does that mean I’m not baptised in the Holy Spirit?

      

      

      

      

      

      Every question of this nature deals with what we can see in the physical, whereas the reality that matters is in the supernatural. The reality that matters is in the unseen. People will want to exercise control and influence in the manner and style of religious ritual, whereas God has no such interest.

      God is interested in what is happening inside.

      The same is true for any conversation about judgement. This is a concept outside of our experience and often beyond the power of our testimony. The concept of hell is easy pickings for ridicule, and so for many has become an ‘optional’ belief. If opinions become the currency of the conversation, arguments and broken friendships will soon follow.

      Zac seemed to understand this intuitively, enjoying friendships with people in almost every church right across Port Macquarie, but not being entangled with any of the quibbles over doctrine. He seemed to let the bible speak for itself, and left people to make up their own mind on contentious topics.

      It takes wisdom to navigate these situations, and you’re not supposed to have these discussions on your own. Pray and submit to the Holy Spirit’s leading. Leave the outcome, leave the production of fruitful outcomes, in His hand.
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      A Rescue Mission born of pure love.

      When all is said and done the Gospel is born of pure love. A love that is white-hot, an unquenchable inferno, a love of pure selflessness.

      Love, in the experience of most of us, is so tainted with selfish impurities, the Gospel as love is almost impossible to understand. His love for us is so impassioned, so pure, so selfless that any attempt to define it is almost certainly going to come off as feeble. Any attempt to explain it will come off as lame. And, in truth, to live in it, to experience the fullness of it, seems near impossible.

      But that is the goal of this chapter. It is an outrageous undertaking, such that all we can do is pray that God Himself makes a way and enables the impossible to happen.

      Lord Jesus, please give me the grace to explain your love.

      Lord Jesus, grant understanding, wisdom and an open heart to those who come on this journey.

      I want to explain a paradox to you. I want to pry open the door of your heart to see something both immense and fierce yet gentle and kind. I want you to intimately know the love that God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, has for you.

      Our story begins with Adam and Eve.
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        * * *

      

      The Story.

      In the beginning we were created free. 

      Perfectly free. Perfectly pure. And in God's image we were created as spirit ... spirit-alive and completely one with God. In the embrace of the Trinity, our spirit and his Spirit were indistinguishable. 

      This oneness with God - what Adam and Eve had - this is what Jesus came to restore. 

      
        
        
        11 For the Son of Man came to save the lost

        MATTHEW 18

      

      
        17 … he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.

        1 CORINTHIANS 6

      

      

      

      Hidden within the story of Adam and Eve is, perhaps, the single most extraordinary insight into the Gospel of Love.

      As you know by now, I don't believe for a second that Adam and Eve, in the beginning, were exposed as we understand the word 'naked.' As we caught a glimpse of with Moses, Stephen, and Jesus’ transfiguration, Adam and Eve, being fully one in Spirit with God, would have been sheathed in shining flame. 

      In the image of God. Absolutely spiritually alive! 

      Make no mistake - they were naked, but they knew it not. For what value is clothing when you are fully covered in Spirit fire? They were clothed in power, clothed in tongues of flame. This was the clothing that the disciples tasted on the day they received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 

      
        
        
        49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

        LUKE 24

      

      

      

      For us, here and now in a fallen and broken world, Adam and Eve would easily appear as the most amazing humans to have ever lived. Literally, a picture of God with a physical body. Their minds sharp and powerful. Fully endowed with all the gifts of discernment, all gifts of wisdom, gifts of insight. Fully developed in love. They were full of love, because as was God, so were they. 

      The love they had was perfect, in the image of God himself.

      
        
        
        8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.

        1 JOHN 4

      

      

      

      Never has a husband so fully loved his wife like Adam loved Eve, and never has a wife respected and cherished her husband like Eve loved Adam. 

      And then comes the snake. 

      Of all the people the devil has fooled Eve must have been the most difficult. Such a magnificent person, flawless in every way. Yet, so well woven was the lie, Eve allowed a few of the seeds whispered into her ears to germinate.

      Don't for one second despise Eve. The snake also took one-third of the angels with him down into the dust with the same ruse. Angels, those who stand in the very presence of God, followed the snake to destruction! Do not underestimate the destructive potency of the snake’s lies.

      And so there she was, in the morning mist, beneath the tree, with its fruit sparkling with dew like jewels in the first pale rays of sunlight. And Adam with her. 

      We don't know Adam's role in all of this, it's a guess at best. But based on his actions and words I'd say two things. He loved her. Oh, I can't even wrap my mind around the love he had for her. He loved her to the point that his love for her was both his greatest strength and his undoing. 

      See, there is a puzzling passage in the New Testament.

      
        
        
        13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.

        1 TIMOTHY 2

      

      

      

      This verse, though it seems odd, is critical to understanding that moment, the moment Eve reached out for the fruit. God had been very clear. 

      
        
        
        16 the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

        GENESIS 2

      

      

      

      On the day you eat of it you will surely die. And die Eve did. As the flesh of the fruit entered her mouth, die she did.  

      From our own experiences with sin, as our teeth sink into that thing that they ought not, even while the sweetness still lingers on the tongue, we feel the fingers of death spread over us. We know too well the feeling - but for Eve it was a horror she had never had to face. The chill spreads through her body like poison from a snake. The radiance of her covering recedes, the flame flickers, and like smoke in the breeze, it’s gone. With a cry of horror, collapsing into a huddle at Adam's feet, there was Eve, gasping for breath, clothed in nothing but crushing shame. 

      Adam, standing right there, saw the whole thing. He must have watched in horror, aghast. I can only imagine that with all his might he wanted to undo the act. There is the one he loves, separated and severed, not just from God, but separated from him. And in his hand is the apple, given to him by Eve in her last moment, as her spirit died. 

      What happens next is unthinkable. Absolutely unthinkable. 

      Raising the apple to his mouth he takes a bite.

      Surely, as it says in 1 Timothy 2 verse 14, Adam was not deceived. He ate, he sank his teeth into the apple, not because of the deception, but for something even more unthinkable.

      He ate to be with her.

      He ate because he couldn’t let her die alone.

      Before he took the apple himself, I’m certain that he tried in vain to bring her back. Scooping her up, kissing her spirit-dead mouth with his own, she remained cold, spirit dead, mortal. Her tears, her horror, fighting and pushing him away, her shame barrier between them he couldn’t pierce. For the first time since she came, she was separate from him. For the first time he found himself separated, torn clean in half, right down the middle. It was like his heart had been ripped from his chest. A searing pain like nothing he had ever experienced. In that agony, unable to wait for God, unwilling to wait for God, he did the unthinkable. He drank the poison she drank. He ate the apple and plunged himself after her, into the darkness of death itself. Head first into the abyss of mortality. 

      Now, there are some of you wondering how I can be so bold as to tell you this story like this? Surely this is blasphemy? How can I make such massive assumptions? How can I take such huge liberties with such a sacred story?

      It is for this reason. 

      Adam was our finest. Among Mankind, he alone was the one who stood, before the fall, perfect and without blemish. And he was made in the image of Jesus Christ, our Messiah. 

      Adam's love for his bride is Jesus' love for us.  

      As Adam’s heart was ripped from his chest at the loss of Eve, so Jesus' heart is torn by our separation. And as Adam plunged into death itself to rescue Eve, so Jesus plunged into death itself to rescue us. 

      Adam was, right there at the beginning, the very image of Christ dying to rescue us. 

      Now Adam died for sin, make no mistake. But Adam's mistake was different from that of Eve’s. Adam's sin was not to wait. Adam's sin was to seek salvation in and of his own strength. His sin was to fight death through the means of death. That's not a fight any of us can win. In our own strength there is no victory.

      But his response, his immediate reaction and gut instinct, that is the picture of our Saviour. His love for Eve, pure and spectacular, was redeemed through knowing her and being with her in death, that in the generations that would come, their son Jesus Christ would be born. 

      And here we have the full understanding of 1 Timothy 2.

      
        
        
        15 Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.

        1 TIMOTHY 2

      

      

      

      Adam, united with his wife in death, was ultimately to become the grandfather of our salvation, in his son and our Messiah Jesus Christ. And so, in this way, Jesus is the ultimate redemption for Adam's love for his wife. Eve was indeed saved, with Adam, through the bearing of a child:  the salvation of God, born to them in blood to pay the death-debt of Mankind.

      The story leads to one simple truth. You mean more to Christ than you can imagine. You mean more to him than you can possibly comprehend. His love is so vast, so immense, so white-hot, the fear of death was held in contempt. The price of your life was considered worth paying with his own.

      Extraordinary.

      The Gospel of Him coming to us is the Gospel of Love. The Gospel of a love so pure we are never likely to find the depth of it. 

      
        
        31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?

        33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,

        “For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

            we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

      
        37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

        ROMANS 8

      

      
         15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.

        1 TIMOTHY 1
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        * * *

      

      JOLT.

      The love of God in the Gospel message must be felt to be truly appreciated. For this reason there are no JOLT Q&As for this chapter.

      As you’ll know from any relationship, the fact that you’re loved doesn’t matter as much as feeling loved. If we can live our lives tangibly feeling the warmth of His love then we’re in a great place. If we know it in our head but don’t feel it in our heart, then pray. Pray honestly and sincerely, because it is God’s absolute intention that you know His love for you.

      
        
        
        14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

        EPHESIANS 3

      

      

      

      Pray for yourself and help others to pray if you can.

      God - I know you love me but I can’t feel it.

      I know you love me with a white-hot love, but I can’t feel a thing.

      Show me your love.

      Show me what I need to do to live in your love.

      I surrender to you.

      All I want is to live loved. I want to live loved by you.

      I surrender.

      Do this for yourself and lead the group likewise.

      Find a way to spend time, unrushed time, meditating on Him, meditating on this message of love, and dwelling on the love He has for you. In this, in waiting and directing our attention to Him, we are able to be filled by Him. Fully filled by His love for us.

      Now, if you find, rather than focusing on the love of God, you end up in a discussion, I bet I know what direction it takes. Who is to blame - Adam or Eve? And before we go down that rabbit hole, I need to let Zac off the hook. This message of love, presented like this from Genesis, isn’t something Zac came up with as far as I’m aware. He’s not to blame if you don’t like what I’ve said – I’m the culprit! But it was something that came out of the bible, leapt out at me, while working on his documentary in the early days. Zac’s incredible understanding of love was so far beyond my own it pushed me to go looking for answers. It pushed me to find a deeper truth. One of Zac’s friends, Brandon, said it so brilliantly. ‘Zac would do anything to make sure you knew you were loved.’ And that hit me in the chest like a hammer. I had to start again, I had to look and find, in the pages of scripture, the love Zac found. I had to find it for myself.

      This then, with Adam and Eve, came from that.

      So, that being the case, let me help you out with a few of the controversial questions that are likely to come up, either in your own mind or with friends in discussion.

      

      Q. Who sinned, Adam or Eve?

      A. Both. Both Adam and Eve sinned. Although their sins are different, they sinned together, and shared in the consequences. Isn’t that exactly like life? No two people ever sin in precisely the same way. Life is nuanced and far more complex that we allow for. Often we walk in the consequences of others sin, and others walk in the consequences of ours. That’s life on this earth.

      

      Q. What was Adam’s sin?

      A. Understanding Adam’s sin is helpful, because it is one of the key barriers that separates us, and the entirety of Mankind, from the love of God. Adam’s sin was not to wait, but to seek salvation in his own wisdom and strength. Adam’s sin cemented their separation from God and set the pattern of sin for Mankind to follow. Fundamentally, Mankind’s sin is that we desire to establish our own righteousness and determine our own salvation. To repent of this is to open the door wide to experience not just God’s perfect salvation for us, but the fullness of God’s love.

      
        
        
        10 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them [the Jews] is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.

        ROMANS 10

      

        

      
        11 … vain is the salvation of man!

        PSALM 60

      

        

      
        5 … you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.

        PSALM 25

      

      

      

      Q. Who is more at fault, Adam or Eve?

      A. After it is all said and done there will be those out there who love what I’ve presented because it will give them a reason to hate the other sex more than they already do. The reality is there is no way to either condemn or exonerate either Adam or Eve. But there is something we can learn. The prize, insofar as the snake was concerned, was Eve and Adam, together. One without the other was of far less value. God needs, He wants, both. And therein lies the point. We either help each other live in the reality of God’s love, or we stand such to separate them from it. Of this sin, all of us have been, in some way or another, at fault. But we are called to play a different role, as ministers of God’s love. Zac was, by the end, a profound example of this love in action. No pointing fingers and blaming others, just a heart felt desire to help people feel the love of God, for real.

      
        
        7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.

      
        9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

        1 JOHN 4
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        * * *

      

      The conclusion of the Gospel.

      There could be no better place to finish this project, but here, thinking on God’s love perfected in us. This is, without a doubt, the completion of the Gospel, and the completion of us, sons and daughters who reflect His likeness in every way.

      And this, for all his faults, was what was seen in Zac. A burning love for people. I see in the stories his friends tell, a picture of God’s love in a human. I see a reflection of the divine, and echo of the love that lives in his Saviour. Everything, all of what has been said and could be said, leads to this point: God’s desire for us is as that for Zac, that we be transformed into God’s image of love.

      That is the Gospel Zac preached, and that is our path.

      
        
        
        Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour, be yours in abundance. In Jesus name. Amen.
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            EPILOGUE

          

          BY KEVIN YOUNG AND ZAC YOUNG

        

      

    

    
       

      We have all heard the Beatles’ song. 

                  “All we need is Love!

       

      The Beatles were on to something, for sure, but does anybody really know what this means? For me, it's really only through Zac that I have begun to see the fullness of what love really means.  

       

      The ancient Greeks gave us a handful of categories into which the concept of love can be classified. There is Eros: passionate love. Philia, the love of friends or equals. Storge, the love of parents for children. And there is Agape, an unconditional self-sacrificing kind of love. The Love of God for mankind.

       

      How can we possibly love others, when we have been abused sexually? When we've been abused physically? Abused mentally, bullied and berated? For us, and those around us, there seems to be no end to the carnage.

       

      What Hope is there?

       

      What hope indeed. Sometimes hope can come from what seems to be nowhere. A lost person in the darkness of the night suddenly sees a light! A person lost in the ocean finds a floating esky. A young man, struggling with no will to live, is suddenly, completely, enveloped in the love of God, out of nowhere, like he has stepped under a drenching and unrelenting waterfall. And this young man was Zac. This was what he found, and this was his testimony. Here is how he told it.
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        * * *

      

      
        
        "When I was about 11 years old Mum and Dad split up. It wasn't a bad thing, you know, they just didn't get on. But it left me in a position where I had a choice whether to move to Mum’s or Dad’s, you know what I mean? So that was the first decision. 

         

        And so I chose to live with Mum. And, you know, they're both amazing parents. But I was a kid who wanted to party. You know, I looked up to a lot of surfers, and what I saw them doing was partying, so that's what I wanted to do. So at about 11, I started drinking a little bit. By 13 I was getting drunk most weekends and surfing, like, every day. I was just scattered all the time. And that was what was going on. 

         

        And then that escalated. When I was 15 years old, I moved out of home to live with my sister and her boyfriend. I started smoking pot, and again, it escalated even more. 

         

        I ended up moving back home and, you know, I was like, I wanted change. And I moved to Dad's. But then what happened was, I just started doing the same stuff. I moved out of home again and moved in with a bunch of housemates, and again started smoking pot. 

        

        For two years, from the age of about 15 to 17, give or take a little bit, I started researching conspiracy theories, all this new world order and what's running the world. And, like, I got to the conclusion that we're just screwed. That's where I got to. That we're controlled. 

         

        I grew up in a Christian family, so I decided when I was in about year 11 that I was going to try God out. See what it's all about, but not make any decisions. So I did, and I started reading the Word heaps, and started studying it a bit. And it was pretty cool. Like, I couldn't prove it wrong. 

         

        So at the end of year 11 it was holidays. And I didn't have a relationship with God. It was religion, you know, I was, like, trying to get the knowledge. I was, like, how do I do this? What do I do? And that falls really quickly. That approach will never last for anyone. 

         

        I can speak from my own experience. 

         

        Year 12 holidays I started drinking a bit more and having a little bit of marijuana too. I went to a festival in Sydney. What happened there, was, I drank a lot. When I drank, I felt like I was in fun-ville, you know? I mean, I really did. It felt good. 

         

        And what fun-ville looked like is, we're at this festival, and this guy had a bag of powder. You just lose a lot of common sense when you're drunk. And I thought it was sherbet. That's how dumb I was. So I put my hand in it, grabbed a handful and put it in my mouth. Shortly after I found out it was speed. So I just took a bunch of drugs. 

         

        That festival. Broken friendships. Broke the law. And ruined my body. You know what I mean? After that, the beginning of year 12, for three weeks, I considered what I was going to do in my life. 

         

        So the conclusion was, God could be real, but he might or might not be. We're controlled, you know, everything's run by money. And so the richest families in the world, they are what controls the world. And there's no point to life. It's just torment, you know, constantly just searching for satisfaction. You might get it for a little bit and then it's gone again. That's what it was. That's what was happening. 

         

        That was my conclusion. 

         

        I was never a suicidal person, but for three weeks I considered whether I was going to kill myself or not. And so after three weeks I was at home alone in the shower. 

         

        You know, I get a lot of revelation in the shower. It's just that time where you’re just by yourself, just water dripping, nothing else. And I felt God speak to me. He said, you've got two roads, you've got two choices, and it's two roads. One is wide, and you're on it. It's leading to destruction. That's where you're at. 

         

        And I'm like, yeah, I'm at it. 

         

        And the other one is narrow and it's hard to get on, but that's the way. There's a reason to live on that one, there's a peace that will be constant. 

         

        And at that time I was thinking, all right, I know I'm hearing from God. I was certain of it, but I wasn't satisfied with that. If I told anyone about that, you know, it just sounds like a crazy voice in your head. So I said, God, if you're real, if you're real, I want you to reveal yourself to me right now. 

         

        And if you do that, I'll give you my life. 

         

        And you can do whatever you want with it. You can either get rid of me, or you can use me. Either way, you can do whatever you want, but I want to know if you're real. 

         

        So what happened was, I found out he was real pretty quick. 

         

        Just before that, between taking drugs and stuff, I gave my heart to God, like, five times at youth groups and stuff. Crazy. But it was more like, I'll give you my heart, be my Lord, be my Saviour, but I want it my way. I reckon I experienced God, but it was always I want it my way. 

         

        God's not a controlling God, hence the fall of man. 

         

        So yeah, I was in the shower and said, if you reveal yourself to me, I'll give you my life. And literally a tangible love fell on me. And what happened was, my body's response was, I dropped to the ground on my knees and just started crying. It was gross - there was snot everywhere! But I just started crying. The funny thing is, from the age of about 13, I grew up with a bunch of brothers, and I just, I never really expressed my emotions by crying. It doesn't mean you're tough, but I just didn't do it like that. I've broken bones and chipped teeth and I just never really cried. So for God to be able to get me crying, I knew he was real. God dropped me to my knees and I cried. And I knew at that point that God was real. 

         

        So I was a Christian. And that was it. 

         

        God has to show us that he's real. He knows he's real, like he's God. He doesn't have to do anything, like he can do what he wants, but he does it anyway because he loves us so much."
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        * * *

      

      That, for me, is enough. That's my son Zac's story. And it can be your story too.
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it just takes one.

Like, it just takes one person to
say, Yes Lord, yes Jesus - I'm
willing. I'm going to follow you.
And from that ... it was Iil¥e
catching fire.

Like, he just caught fire, and
being near Zac ... you felt the
heat, you felt the realness.

ooe

Zach would always just say. It's
all Jesus. Like, that's it. It's got to
just be him or it's nothing. And
that's when good fruit is made.
That's when good fruit can be
seen.

- Jakayla
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Zac would often spend time in his
room praying. One time, about three
months before the attack, he came
out of his room, and instead of just
sharing what God had been showing
him, he just shut down. He was in a
very ditferent place inside himself.

I pushed him - what's going on?

He reluctantly opened up, and said
that he had recommitted his life to
God. This was strange - he was the
most committed guy | knew!
| dug a little deeper, what do you
mean?

He said,

“Father | give you my life and I give
you my death, whichever one would
honour you greater - I place that
decision into your hands.”

This disturbed me, and | kept it in my
heart and pondered it.

- Kevin Young





